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After West Virginia State first
admitted black students in 1939,
she, along with two men, was
among the first black students to
be admitted.

In 1953, she began her career at
the NACA, the predecessor of
NASA.
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It was her first scientific publication

and also the first time that a woman

from this department was officially
named as a co-author.

Her calculations served as the basis
for the second manned spaceflight,
as well as for the first Earth orbit and
the Mercury and Apollo mission
series. Until her retirement in 1986,
she was involved in the first phase of
the Space Shuttle program.
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Johnson was awarded multiple
honors for her achievements,
including the
Presidential Medal of Freedom
in 2015 and the
Congressional Gold Medal in 2019.
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“My dad taught us that there's no
difference between a black person
and a white person. They re just
people.’

“Girls are capable of doing
everything men are capable of doing.
Sometimes they have more
imagination than men.”
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